To his credit, Zuhdi stayed composed and did little to show any effects at the
tail-end of the first round. Sensing his opponent's confidence growing, the
champion stepped up the pace and became more aggressive early in the second
round. The fireworks continued when Zuhdi threw an overhand, tomahawk-like
right hand that severely rocked Vajda, leaving him nearly helpless on the ropes.

With the end near, Zuhdi threw a vicious combination to send his opponent
sprawling to the floor. Vajda tried to rise and failed once before finally standing up
before the count of ten. But with Vajda out on his feet, the referee could not let it
continue and correctly called it off, sealing Zuhdi's first successful defense.

"You train for twelve," Wood said, '"But you hope for quick fights like this. Noah's
a disciplined fighter, a clean liver, takes care of himself, and he's great to train. This
is two exciting fights in a row and he's still learning and improving."

Zuhdi followed up, "I knew I had to do something quick in the second because I
could see his demeanor change after the first knockdown. It was a great win. I give
my opponent a lot of credit -- he hit hard, he stayed in there, and he fought to get up
(after getting knocked down). I'm happy with the result, but I'm looking forward to
what's next."

What's next for Zuhdi was the talk of insiders after the fight. Anyone between Qisin
Fagan and a possibly returning Graham Earl was being mentioned for his next
fight. Ricky Burns is always looming for lightweights, too, even if his dance card is
full at the moment. Whoever is next, they will be facing a boxer-puncher who is
coming into his own and has reinvigorated Oklahoma boxing.

Notes:

catBOX Entertainment's other regular, super middleweight prospect Bo Gibbs, Jr.
soundly defeated Warren Walker when Walker did not answer the bell for Round
Six. Gibbs moves his record up to 9-0.






